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BATTLE OF KOCH’S PLANTATION
Palo Alto Plantation figured in a Civil War battle in the fall of 1862. According to the Bayou 

History Center Inc., confederate troops were quartered in Koch’s Plantation and Palo Alto 
Plantation. They clashed with Union forces that were marching south. 

THE PIRATE JEAN LAFITTE CONNECTION
Arthur Lemann Jr., Jacob’s great-grandson, constructed the plantation’s “log cabin” lodge with 

materials from one of pirate Jean Lafitte’s hideouts in Donaldsonville. The cabin is located in a 
beautiful oak and cypress grove that overlooks the Bayou Tomare. Relics and antiques that are part 

of the plantation’s storied past can be found in and around the cabin.

rate control offers 
an improved cut, 

reduced blade 
wear and enhanced 

fuel consumption. 
The bolted chassis 

increases flexibility 
and offers improved serviceability.

“The engine is rated at 1600 rpms 
for decades of reliability and it can cut 
at up to 7 miles per hour,” says Bubba. 
“It also offers best-in-class ground 
clearance, and its modified hydraulic 
oil tank greatly helps in mid-removal.”

Sugarcane is propagated through 
the planting of cuttings. The stalks 
from immature cane, known as 
seed cane or cane sets, are used for 
planting. Sugarcane doesn’t need to be 
planted every year, however. A method 
called ratooning involves leaving 
a portion of the stalk underground 
after the crop is harvested, allowing 
for the growth of cane the next year. 
The process can be repeated three to 
five times, but the subsequent crop 

decreases each time. At that point, 
the stumps are plowed and the field is 
replanted. Lemann uses soybeans as a 
rotation for sugarcane, which helps put 
nutrients back into the soil. 

Sugarcane is planted by hand 
on the farm, so it is labor-intensive. 
Lemann uses the H-2A visa program, 
which allows him to bring employees 
in from Mexico. The people who plant 
sugarcane are here for a short time, but 
Lemann says they get paid more money 
in two months in the States than they 
make in two years in their village 
at home. His regular employees are 
here for 10 months each year before 
returning home for two months.

“We can’t find people here to 
run $200,000 tractors, much less 
to come and do manual labor,” he 
says. “It’s a wonderful relationship, 
and these employees are like family. 
I’ve been to their small village, and 
in each home we visited, the families 
fixed their specialty [meal] because 
we meant that much to them. I’ve had 

the same eight men come here for the 
last 10 years.”

“Pepe” started working at the farm 
when he was in his 20s, and he’s been 
coming back for the last 22 years. The 
other employees are Pepe’s friends or 
relatives. “He’s been like a brother to 
me,” Lemann says.

Bubba Lemann’s warmth and 
compassion toward employees, family 
members, business associates and 
others are his mantra. He strives to “do 
right” by those with whom he comes in 
contact. This honest, straightforward 
approach has served him well through 
the years. It also explains why he is 
respected and admired as a farmer and 
community leader.

POWERING THROUGH ADVERSITY
A series of unforeseen events, 

including the death of his uncle 
and grandfather, changed Lemann’s 
trajectory. His dad, Robert Sr., took 
over the family’s Case IH dealership in 
Donaldsonville, and Bubba took over 
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FARMALL 100TH ANNIVERSARY

president of the Minnesota Ag Group, 
in a news release. “Steve demonstrated 
not only his passion for the brand but 
his understanding of where it is going 
in the future.”

A TEAM EFFORT
The idea for and execution of the 
contest was a team effort, says Zanella. 
Wilson’s entry was among the 8,446 
contest submissions. Participants 
were encouraged to tell stories about 
how Farmall tractors helped in their 
families’ farming operations, share 
their passion for the brand and explain 
how they would use the new Farmall 
75C in their respective operations. 
    The campaign was an unqualified 
success, with almost 9.5 million social 

Farmall 100th 
Anniversary 
Contest is a 
Phenomenal 
Success
Steve Wilson of Rochester, Minnesota, 
wins the grand prize.

Farmall’s 100th-anniversary 
celebration culminated with Steve 

Wilson of Rochester, Minnesota, 
winning a new Farmall utility 75C 
tractor. Wilson was thrilled, and a bit 
bewildered, to be chosen.

“He kept saying, ‘Is this real?’, and 
you could hear the emotion in Steve’s 
and his wife’s voice,” recalls Teri 
Zanella, campaign manager for tractors 
at Case IH. “His reaction made us feel 
like we definitely did pick the right 
winner — he was very appreciative and 
utterly shocked.”

Wilson’s heartfelt entry hit multiple 
emotions with the judges. In his video 
entry, he talked about how Farmall 
tractors had been used in his family 
for generations. This farmer-at-heart 

has survived three bouts of cancer, but 
one thing that helped him through the 
rough times was sitting on his Farmall 
compact 35A tractor. 

In answer to the question of how he 
would use the tractor should he win, he 
said with a smile, “The same thing any 
good man would do: Help my wife with 
all of her projects.”

He concluded the video by saying, 
“Farmall tractors have not only been 
part of the fabric of agriculture — they 
have also been part of the fabric of 
family here in America and Canada.”

“Steve’s submission demonstrates 
how much the Farmall brand has been 
an integral part of agriculture for over 
100 years, including right here in 
our own backyard,” said Bob Shanks, 
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We’re extremely proud to celebrate what we are calling “The Year of the 
Tractor.” From the 100th anniversary of Farmall series tractors (including 

the new Farmall 75C Electric) to the launch of the Steiger 715 Quadtrac trac-
tor, Case IH will have solutions from 25 horsepower to 700+ horsepower. 

We’re focused on unlocking agronomic and machine value as we continue the 
automation journey. Our equipment design and development are purposeful. 
For us, automation is not just for the sake of innovation but rather to serve a 
valuable purpose. 

We’ve dealt with some complex challenges across the manufacturing process 
over the past two years, but at the core of everything we do is our customer. 
We continually strive to improve our relationship with customers by focusing 
on how we can better anticipate and meet your 
needs, and that ability comes from a set of cul-
tural beliefs within our Case IH family. 

We realize that success comes over time from 
the support of millions of customers, and we 
thank you for allowing us to serve you. We also 
thank our dealer partners for supporting our cus-
tomers worldwide “arm-in-arm” with Case IH.

I feel strongly about family values – both in my 
own family and my Case IH family, which includes 
customers, employees and dealers. Each group 
within that triad deserves our respect and atten-
tion, and I’m grateful for each of you.

We hope you have a safe harvest season.
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Challenge

The client was seeking an outsource 
vendor to partner with on the 
development, production and 
implementation of their magazine,  
as well as to interact with their 
dealers on custom magazine  
options. While their need for the 
publication was high, the time their 
team was able to invest in the  
project was increasingly limited.



In its sixth year with new 
developments in each iteration

farmjournal.com

Solution

Farm Journal proposed the development of a turnkey 
magazine, based on our agricultural expertise and publication 
credibility. We also used the strength of our database mailing 
services to overcome their past mailing issues. We invested in 
developing a dealer interaction ordering and billing system to 
make the project turnkey and low input for the client

Outcome

The partnership is now in its sixth year with new developments in each iteration. 
The publication has evolved from exclusively a print publication to adding 
a digital version and has taken many forms in size and number of stories as 
specific needs arose. Farm Journal also adapted the dealer ordering system 
as the years progressed to become more cost-efficient for the client and user-
friendly for their dealers.

Power, sustainable energy and efficiency are words 
that describe the new Farmall 75C Electric tractor 

being offered by Case IH in 2024. It is the industry’s 
first fully electric tractor that is equipped with an 
electric power source and advanced automation 
features, says Gregory Lucey, Case IH marketing 
manager for Farmall tractors and “it will change 
the way farmers experience sustainability across 
their operations.” 

The Farmall 75C Electric is best suited for 
orchards and vineyards in the west as well as 
large vegetable producers, says Lucey.

“It will also work well in all utility appli-
cations with farms and municipalities that 
are interested in reducing their carbon 
footprint,” he adds.

The Farmall battery-electric vehicle 
(BEV) allows at least four hours of run time. In addition, 
it can be recharged quickly with DC fast-charging. It 
also can work as a portable generator when needed, 
Lucey explains. 

“This sustainable-energy solution can reduce your 
carbon footprint and enhance the 
environment,” he says. The four-
wheel drive Electric Farmall has 
a fully electrified powerplant 
and is a versatile, smart utility 
tractor with advanced auto-
mation features and safety 
operations. The 75hp con-
tinuous-duty motor offers a 25-mph maximum speed.

AUTONOMOUS FEATURES
The BEV has a “Follow Me Mode” that allows the 

tractor to follow the operator in forward and reverse but 
will stop if humans or objects are detected.

It also has a “Row Follow” feature that uses vision 
technology to keep the tractor between the rows, 
instead of A/B lines, which works well in vineyard 

applications. In addition, a “Safe Mode” provides a 
360-degree perimeter. If a person, animal or object is 
detected, the tractor reduces speed and warns the oper-
ator on-screen and through 4-way flashers and the horn, 
and switches off the PTO.

A unique “Selfie Mode” 
allows operators to take 
pictures of crops, broken 

pivots or other items.

DRIVABILITY 
The BEV is quieter than an 

equivalent diesel tractor but 
offers diesel-like performance, says Lucey. The BEV 
also offers many driver-assist automation features.

Case IH will launch the Farmall 75C Electric tractor 
in late 2023 and it will be available for sale in early 
2024, according to Lucey.

“I’m really excited to be involved in this launch,” he 
says. “We’ve been breaking new ground with Farmalls 
for more than a century and this Farmall 75C Electric 
tractor is another example of this progress.”  
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TECHNOLOGY ADOPTION

Farmall introduces the  
75C Electric tractor.

A New Era in 
Electric Power

“The Farmall 75C will 
change the way farmers 

experience sustainability.”
-Gregory Lucey
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